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NEW JOINT PROGRAM OFFERS LAW AND 
MASTER'S DEGREES AT UNIVERSITY
MISSOULA—
The growing emphasis on public law in law practices and the increasing 
need for governmental and private managers with legal expertise has induced the 
University of Montana, Missoula, to begin a joint program offering both law (JD) 
and master of public administration (MPA) degrees.
According to Dr. James J. Lopach, chairman of the UM political science 
department, students now can earn both degrees in four years through the new 
program, rather than the five years previously required by the separate programs.
He explained that the joint program "coordinates present resources" at UM 
through allowing certain academic course credits to be attributed to both degrees.
Current resources that the joint program would use at UM include six 
political science and 12 law school faculty members and present equipment and 
library holdings. No new faculty, 1 ibrary resources or increased costs will be 
required by the new program.
Lopach said, "The key to the program is in advising students on the courses 
he or she should and can take." Law School Dean John 0. Mudd and Lopach would 
be the students' advisers for their respective parts of the program.
Students in the program would spend the first two years as full-time law 
students, the third year as full-time students in public administration, and the 
fourth year in final-year law school courses. Fifteen quarter credits earned in the 
law program would count toward the MPA degree as elective courses in the student's 
area of specialization, in this case, public law. Eight quarter credits earned in 
the MPA program would satisfy six semester credits required in the law program.
-more-
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Should the student take the internship option in public administration, he also 
would fulfill the law program's clinical course requirements.
Lopach said that students could take the MPA year of the joint program at 
UM, Montana State University in Bozeman or the inter-unit joint MPA program in 
Helena, which is taught by both UM and MSU faculty.
Graduates of the joint JD/MPA program would find careers as managers or 
lawyers in either private law practice or public agencies, with the ability both 
to perform management tasks as governmental administrators and solve legal problems.
According to Mudd, about 30 joint programs like UM's are found in law and 
other graduate schools in the United States, though the nearest such programs are 
in South Dakota, Colorado and Washington. He expects two to five students per 
year in the UM program, totaling up to 20 to 30 graduates in 10 years.
Persons who already have earned either the JD or MPA degrees alone also 
would benefit from the reciprocity of courses in the joint program if they complete 
the other requirements for the additional degree. However, they would have to meet 
the pertaining UM Graduate School's requirements concerning prior degree credits, 
including time limits, or law school admission requirements.
For more information about the joint JD/MPA degree program at UM, interested 
persons may contact UM School of Law, 243-4311, or the Department of Political 
Science, 243-5202, or write them at the University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 59812.
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